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Buffalo Roam Iowa Prairie for First Time in 150 Years

Abraham Lincoln was still a
little-known country lawyer when
the buffalo were last seen on the
lowa prairie. Now, 150 years later,
they’re back.

Shortly after sunrise on Oct. 9,
Walnut Creek NWR Manager Dick
Birger opened the back door of a
large trailer and freed eight bison
transported from Fort Niobrara
NWR in Nebraska. The first pair
eagerly stepped out into an
acclimation pen on the refuge’s
newly restored tallgrass prairie and
immediately began to feast on the
lush plants awaiting them. Two
hours later, with a little coaxing, the
other six joined them.

The reintroduction of the
buffalo, timed to coincide with
National Wildlife Refuge Week, is
one of many steps taken at Walnut
Creek to complete the largest
tallgrass prairie restoration in the
country. The refuge currently has
5,000 acres of restored prairie with
plans to expand to 8,654 acres as
land becomes available.

The restored land already has
attracted prairie birds seldom seen

At home again. The bison reintroduced on Walnut Creek NWR settle
in and feast on the tall plants within the acclimation pen. The gate was
opened shortly after this shot to set them free into permanent pasture.
Photo by Mark Hirsch, courtesy of the Dubuque Telegraph Herald.

on the Iowa farm landscape
including upland sandpipers and
bobolinks. “We’ve come a long
way,” Birger said. “Bringing back
the bison is a symbolic thing.”

Four calves, two yearlings and
two 2-year-olds — four of each sex
— were joined by six more bison
from Wichita Mountains NWR in
Oklahoma at the end of October.
The refuge sits on a huge tract of
land that originally was purchased
by a utility company for a nuclear
power plant. When plans to build
the plant changed, former U.S.
Representative Neal Smith led the
effort to restore prairie on the site.

Meanwhile, construction
continues at Walnut Creek for the
state-of-the-art Prairie Learning
Center. The Learning Center, slated
to open next spring, will include a
wealth of exhibits, outstanding
views of the surrounding prairie,
and the chance to get a glimpse of
the majestic bison which once again
are home on the range. «ide

— Larry Dean,

Public Affairs, Minneapolis

Government Performance and Results A ct —
Unlike TQM, This One’ Got Teeth

In 1993, Congress passed the
Government Performance and
Results Act, a law to improve the
confidence of the American people
in the Federal government by
systematically holding Federal
agencies accountable for results,
service quality, and customer
satisfaction in their programs. The
Service is now moving to
implement this law.

Sound like another paper-
pushing exercise? Think you can
hold your breath and wait until it
goes away? Better think again.
GPRA is no TQM. This one’s got
teeth.

Starting in the 1999 budget
cycle, Congress and the President’s
Office of Management and Budget
are going to link our funding to how
well we achieve the performance

goals developed in the strategic
planning process. And because of
that, it will change the way we do
business. It will influence the work
we do and our ability to do the
work.

Admittedly, past planning efforts
haven’t had much impact. The field
continued doing what the field does
and let Washington do what
Washington does.

The current budget process
reflects this way of doing business.
Congress provides funding, and, in
turn, the Service allocates the
funding in a number of different
ways. No single system is used to
evaluate and report back what is
done. For example, in the Service,
we have a potpourri of program
plans, ecosystem plans, Director’s
priorities, and performance plans




for members of the Direciomie. The
anmual budgen basically says what
we are doing and that we nead more
by 1o b e alf L

GPRA is different, Tt requines
the Services to say what it {8 podng 1
achieve, bow it is going to achieve
it, and messuse whether of not i
was acheeved. Bt the real kicker is
that it requires the Service w shaw
who benefibed and how they
benefited. Then, when we ask for
furdimg, Congres and OME will
link our fusmding s the value and
beereelil of our performance to the
public,

In short, (GFFLA requines all
federal agencies to devebop a
strategic plan, to be approved by
Congress and C8AB, with
perfonmance grals stated in
measyrshle cutcomses {quaniifable
resulis ), performance plans far esch
activity stating how those goals will
be achieved, and evaluation
processes o measne that
achsevement. Agencies must then
show the benefit of the outcome to
the public.

The poaers-thas-be in the
adrmimstration and Congress ane
watching carefislly how the law is
implensenied. Far example, Frnk
Raines, the new direcsor of OME,
has stated that he wall nod even look
at buadgets that are not aligned with
siralegic plans thal shoay
perfarmanc: measures and
evaluabon processes. “Those
budgets will be sent back,” Raines
sandl

(e can safely conclude that
any spency ml meeeting the GPFRA
requiremernis woald not be in s
good position when budget
allocations are made,

Are thine amy beselits in GPRA
o the ServiceT Wil it waork to osar
sdvaritape? The angwer & yes. 1L
gives focus o our mission, it
provides & managenenl ool o use
in our day-in-day opemtions, i
gives a clear pacture of our
importancs 1o the public’s interest,
ard it provides a sngle reporting
PIOCEss.

Wall all this be achseved this
wear? Mo, We are required to have
an approved rstepie plan and an
anmual performance plan by

Sepoember 1997, In neality,
horwever, we have io have the

strasgic plan dowse in the Sprmg af
19497 %0 11 can be used during
planning for the FY 1999 budges

cycle,

The Service kas adopted an
acteon plan to meet GPFRA
requiremenis. A smeall working
proup of wxmorlevel employees
will be appoirted by Actmg
Dhrectar Jahn Rogers to start
drnftng mission goaks and
performance goals. In December, a
groap of emplovess from all levels
amd divissans of the Service will
come fogether oo review and
masdily, if necessary, the dmifi
mission goals and performance
goals developed by the working
ETaup

I Janusary the Service will
consult with its pastners and
cuslormers, &5 reguined by (GGFRA,
through warkshops, interviews, and
survisys. By Febnuoary, the dmft plan
shiould be ready for consideration
b the Directombe. Once approved,
it willl then be used in deveboping
it budigel for FY 159949,

The Service's work will then
fedbact tse perfonmance measures
develaped so meet the goals of the
siralegi: plan. We will have 1o
prepane a performance repor by
Bdarch 31, 300 (and annuzlly
thereafier) comparing sl
program performance with the
performance goals, This repon has
to explain amd describe where a

Fire on ihe land. Eiza Smith, a volunteer at Wichila Mountains NWH,
snapped this shat of a coniralled burn o win e "Wark of the Sarvice”
caleqory in the Aegion Two photo conbast,

perfarmance goal has mat besn miet,
why the poal was noi met, and the
plans and schedules for achieving
the poal,

aviausly, wie bave a hig job
before ws, In the past, agencies have
focused on "mrl]'u.rl.'l._'deﬁnm'l as the
tnbalation, caleulation, of recording
of actrvity or effort which can be
expressed in b quantitative of
quakitative manner. Mow, we must
shifi gears and fiociss on

A mll-

“outcomes,"” Dlcomes are an
assesamenl al e resuls of a
program companed to s iremndad
purpase.,

We are all going & feel the
imipact of this process. We'll keep
you posted on the progress of the
planming process in tais newsleler,
thrawgh vour divissons, regions, and
GARDS, *wr

— Kathy Ty,

Firanivz, Washinpion

Up close and persanal, Bill Radks, refuge managar af Bitter Lase MWH in New Maxico, capsured his daughie
Shannon's close encountar with & harned lizard 1o take first prize in the publc use categary of a phala conles

hald

Aegion 2 in hanar of Mational Widife Raluge Week, Mara than 260 pholographs were judged by a panel

o ssipnal photographers. Cabeganias included plants and animals, landscape, work of the Service, public

La, and humar.
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“BULLY!” Roosevelt
Proclaims During
Second National Wildlife

Refuge Week

4 lly affnir’” President
Teckly Roosevell declared. Half a
million wildlife enthusinsts agreed
with him. The secomnd anmoal
“Matsonal Wildlife Refuge Week™ in
October wias & gresl soooess — and
Tedkdy was everywhere,

Raoosevelt showed up at Pelican
[slarsd imi Flomida, which he
established m 1903 &5 the nalbion's
first wikdlifz refiage, om Oxt. 3 o
kick «ff refage week and wimess
the signing of & major new
oooperative agreerment betwedn he
Service and the Auduban Society to
collahorate on bocal and natwoal
progects benefitting the refisge
syslem.

Raosevelt then took an airplans,
ineented the same vear the refuge
gystem was founded, o Ancharnge
for Fegion 7's Open Houwse, Ading
im o & broesmn hiorse 1o the chesers of
the croed at the negional
headquarters. He stayed around g0
heelp judge the region’s Arst-esver
“haked menageric’” contest in which
chefs from the communicy baked
focd inems thas Inoked like Alsskan
wihilife specees (st prize wenl 0 a
large cagle carved st of suet ard
bees” wax).

Abang the wiry, Roosevelt
stapped by E.B. Farsythe NWE in
Mew Jersey to belp Acting Directos
John Kogers present LS. Bep.
Frank LoBiondo with a plagae
recogmizing the congressman s
effiomis to have a former Coast
Ciuard electronic cnglnsering cenber
transfered 1o the Service,

In an exelugive inberview with
Fish gnd Wilkidlife News, President
Roosevelt s he was delighied io
lzarm: that SO0UHE Americars bomed
oaal fior apen houses and other
events at refiges from Hawaii fo
Belanme. A least 20 M0 studerits
ook part i hands-om envirommental
ciliscation programs and amsateur
and professional photographers shot
miee than a millbon photographs.

“Startng the refuge system was
ome of the best dicizions 1 ever
made,” Roasevelt told FIWA,
“Look at the fine time people ane

havving enpoying the wildlibhe af our
great land.”

Roposevelt mad refuge managers
and staff showed preat imagination
in desigring the events. He said he
was gspecially pleased the “Make A
Wish Foundation” armamged a visit
to the Hopper Mountain MWHR in
Calrfornia s 1B-yearald Sean
boeriascy, whi has a rare form of
cancer, could see a Califimaa
condor. (Scan is the nephew of
Mancy Momssey, askistant
manager, Ovegon Cosstal Refages. )
And be was thrlled the Sernce
retumed buffako to native grasslands
at Walrut Creek Mational Wildhibe
Refuge nears Dhes Moings, lown, for
the First time this century.

“Men used to shoot the bison
cant of train windonws until they wene
almest gorss,” Roosevelt said, *Mow
thanks bo the conservation
mivemeent | belped start when [ was
president, the bullalo is back m
bovvs onece again enjoying the native
praseslaneds that had all bt
disappesred from the land,”

Foasesell eagerly resd the cover
ariicle on the refuge system m the

Blue geese and girls. Julia and Lauren Will show alf 1hair Blue Goase
tamacs Ak a Mational Wikiile Aetuge Waek avart a1 51, Marks MWH in
Florida. Phota by Rabin Will

Ogtober issue of the National
Crenpraphic magarme. 10 great
i 50 the refugs system pet the
recognation i deserves,” e sad
“Eweryone in America knows about
aur system of nationsl parks which
[ started, bt o lat of people anen't

even awane that we have a refisge
system, | hope the Seriace meels 15
100 1060 el of msaking every
American pware of thas national
trizasuane by D003, the 100th
mnniversary af my establishing
Pelican laland.” ol

o

é . | b
‘ﬁj 1‘ N\

.’; L

TR arrives. Teddy Aoosevel [a.l-:.a._D‘u..l:‘i-i. Fu_l&lr.'-l"l:- rada in an a horse al the regional headquariers in
Ancharage, Alagka, &2 pan of a Naticnal Wildife Refuge Waek celebration. Phaoto by Kathryn Crawford.
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Hautmans Reign at Duck Stamp Contest — Again

In the recently released movie
Fargeo, the artistie bushand of the
towmy police chief struggles
firally beat the Hautiman brothers o
win the Federal Duck Stamp
Caotisat

He didn't make jt. The:
Haistmans have done it agais.

In Ciginber, Robert Houtman
becarme the thind Hautmon o win
the prestigious congsst, following
has brathers Joe, who won in 1991,
nd Jim, whio won in 1589 and
1944, Robert's acryls: painting of a
single Canadn goose in a wetland
habitat bist oal 476 ather entrics
and willl be feabared on the 199798
Duck Stamp.

The victory ended o string of
near-maases for Roben. Hi kad
been a finalist in the comtest five
presious D, imcluding fndshing
runmer-up o his brother m the 1594
comissl. “Mow people will stop
saying, “MNext year #s your tum 1o
win, b sald.

Second place in this year's
comtist went to Hank Buffingon of
Stockion, MNew Jersey, fora
portrayal of & single pintail on
wter, Thind place went 1o past
winmer Bruce Miller of Mound,
Mirmesnta, for his acrylic paimting
of two pistails in & wetland habist,

Haustman modeled his design for
thiz yiear's contest on the paisting
hex iased in 1994, except that he
adided the habiat. “The Canada
pumi;m:hl.mujsrlir bird 1
wanled o paint a mach simpler

inlormsation on e Service's Warld
Wide Weh site. The new address

i hope o fovs, o data)
gishomee himl.

Robert Hautman's acrylic painting of a single Canada goose won the 1896 Federal Duck Stamp Gontest,

starmp — the bind makes for & good
stamp standing alone,” he sid,
Askoed 1o explain the family
secret, Hautman said; “Fach year
the comtest is differemt, bat what it
nlovays takes to win iz hard wark
amd spendsng many hours in the
field ohserving ducks and geese. 1
an always going out to watch them,
(rfben 1710 just stop moy car and get

Mow fearured on the sie is an

exiensive list of public domain data
sources and detaibed informastion on
the Service’s metadnba (spahial data
docusnemtation) procedurcs. Much
af the metadain imformation can
abso be 2ot via e-mail.

These informakbion sources ane
intemdied 1o asaisi fleld and regional

out &nd waich. Thene ane ceriain
things ahout birds you semply can't
soi by looking at photographs.™
The Hastman brothers” home
stave of Minnesota iz o the Dock
Seamp comest what the Yankess are
1o busschall, Tawelve Duck Stamp
astists bave heen bom, nused, or
reaided & one time in Minnesots,
Three of these bave won Lhe canfest

offices in locating data at reduced
cast, and to make the prooess of
documeniing new and existing data
sets less paimful. There 15 alss
inifiormsation ¢n training seances,
genernl hackground, infirmation on
G5 and GIS data sypes, contract
information, Cilobal Posstionmy
Syeaema data, and a section on

muire than oo

Money ratsed through sale of
Muck Stamps (oaterfow] hanters
awier 16 must by one) s usad to
purchase wetland habitat for the
Matiomal Wildlifie Refuge System
Rince 1934, the mare than $5M
il lion raizsed from Duck Stamp sales
has been used bo acquire mare than
4.3 million scres for the system,” W

gurrent uses afl GlS m the
Service's mission,

This section may give you
somee idens on how other offices
are usmg thes echnodogy, Come
anid visit soon! e
— The Divisian af Information
Resouroes Hnmugﬂmmr (TRM)
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Stakeholders Discuss Enhancing
Recreational Fisheries at Phoenix Meeting

Blode than 75 representatives of
siate rafural resource agencies,
conservation groups, Mative
American tmbes, and the Debing and
boating industrics met in Phoenix,
Arnizona, in Oclober 1o disouss ways
i establish priorites and better
coonimate recreational fishenes
manggement programs with Federal
FpENCiEs.

Pasticipants focused on working
with Landoowmers te improve habital
and access, compiling comgre-
hensive data on the ecanomss
bewedits of fishing, and increpsing
puablic awareness of fishery e,

They also discussed four nspects
of fesheries management: habdtat
corservaton, development and
mairienance of access Esaliics,
public education, and parnerships.
These calegones comespond with
those ouilined n the Recreatsonal
Fishery Resounces Canservation
Pan released earlier this year that
outlines Federal agencles’ rale in
improving recreational fishery
resources arkl fishing appariunities,

Far habitat conservation, the
group’s lop recommendations were

d-u:l.u:l;;.pinﬂ_ parnerships with
private landowners 1o prolect
aquatic habitats, expanding
matching fusid programs for habitat
-p{njm.s.rand developing major
witershed plans.

O fishing mecess, the tap
recammenidations were offering
imcertives o private landowners
provide sccess (o fishing, dedicating
A state mnaringe fised tnx o access, and
developing sdegusic 800558 W
urhian fisheries

Fior public education, they
advised estahlishing more urban
fishery eahancement programs;
developing ways to measure the
succiss of cdwcation and outreach
programs; and increasing, partner-
ships ameng comservation oEEani-
mtipns, sportfishing groups, and
autdoor clubs,

Related to partnershaps, ibe lop
necoimendations were mone
inclustry promaotion of the economic
impariance of fishing, incrensed
inchustry mvnlvement in setling
legziskative pricoities, and continaing
fisheries stakehalden moeetings on a
pelar hasis,

Casting call. Acting Directar Jehn Rogers gets a fly fishing lesson at the

A distinguished carser honared. Longime Serace emplayee
Harvey Medaon unveils 3 marker cesignaling 3 365-acfe watland,
grassland, and oak savanna reésionalian near bes home oam ol
Evamsion, Minnesoia, a5 The Harvey Medson Habilal Restorabon
Project.” Malson, whase Service cafear spanned mane than four
dacades. arved g5 trst S awecutiee directar of 1he Morh Amencan
Walerfow! and Wetands Offca, the st dirgchor of 1ha Haorthern
Prairig Sewncs Cenber in JamesSown, Marlkh Daketa, ard regipnal
drecior for Aegion 3. The restaralion prog@ct. a coopesative eliart
Babwean the Sarvcs and Ducks Lnlimsted, is lecaled imtha Case
‘Waterorad Produchon Ared, on the glasaled dnlf prarne, a ransilien
2ane in Minmessla’s prairie pothole region. Phota by Larry Daan

American Sporilishing Association’s annual trade shdw in Mew Orlears
Rogers prasemed apprecation plaguas o industry pariners whoe display
i Feadaral Ald in Sport Fish Rastaration logs an ther products. ASA

Prasident Mike Hayden also presented Rogers with an awand for the
Sarvice's nale in desalaping e Recreational Fishery Rasounsas
Conserdation Plan and the palicy an admirestration of tha Endangered
Specas A1 a5 & ralatas to recreational fisharas, Phalo by Ed Goldstein

“The group generated a kot of
fond For thought by idemtifying key
fisheries isswes arpund which
America’s angling intenesis can jiin
hands and work together,” said
Acting Director Jobn Rogers,

The Matsanal Fishemies Stake
halders Meeting was sponsoned by
the Spest Fishing and Boating
Partmership Council and the
Amencan Sportfishing Assocmtion.
The Council serves as a Federal
advizary panel to the Secretary aff
thi Inteior, theough the Servics
direcior, on fishing and boating
issucs. The American Sporifishing
Asmociali 15 a non-profit trade
gasocintion representing the
sparifishing ndusiry.

In August 1595, former Service
Derectar Malhe Bestise requested
the: Spaort Fishing and Boating
Partnerstip Councal convene
figherics stakeholder meetings o

compile recommendations on the
appropriaie role of the Service m
recreational Fisherizs managemeni.
The Council subsequently sponsand
severnl such meetings and used the
infarmation gathered from stake-
halders to complete & farmal repo,
which was presented o Rogers n
Angast 1954,

Al that time, the Council
recommended additsonal stakeholder
mectings beith ag the national level
amd regianal level. Rogers concumed
with this recommendation, sugpested
the Council move forward on
arganizing the national mecting n
Phoenix, ard mstrocted the Service's
regional offices io host the Regional
meetings. The Service has began the
regional meetings and plars o
complste them within the next few
moiihs, “ "

Janet feninyson,
Public Affiwirs, Washingion
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Father Goose Teaches Children About Birds
in Service’s Distant Learning Program

Everything but feathers. Mimi Weslervah ol the
Sarvica's National Education and Training Center
glands with Father Goosa, & k.a. Bl Lighman, In
froet of the ulira light srplans ba used io leed a
ook af young geese an a migration. Lishman's wark

wilh the

miavia, Fly Away Hams.

eeds became a Golumbia Piclures leature

Minst school
chaldren leam
from Mlother
Cioose thar the
covw jumiped over
the iaon, but do
they kenow thit
millsans of binds
migrate each
spring and fall by
the light of the
moan? Thanks o
Father Gosose ard
A W Servce
outreach
PIPHETAETL, TRy
af them dix noea,

Father Goose,
ak.n. Ball
Lishenarn, was the
star of Migrotery
Bireds: Flnding
Thieir Way
Homte, alive
satellite
broasdcast an Ot
10 heamed froem
the Airli
Envmanmendal
Ceneer in Prince

William County, Virginia, toas
many ag 1.5 million school chilkdren
woross the country,

Lishman, who bocame famous
when he used an wltm light aircradt
1o el a floescke of yourg Canada
gecse on f migraticn, joined Servoe
hinlogists o tesch e childnen
gverything from how binds migrade
1o what stdents themselves can do
to imnprove habitat

The hroadcig] was an
caperimental pilot in a series of
satellnie “dstant landng - programs
put sygesher by the Mational
Education and Tralming Center in
comjunetion with state and privase
seciin partnirs.

Im this case, the pasmer was the
Primee William Cously public
aghool syssem. The prograns
coamihing barmal clasamoem
carriculam with high-=quality vadeo
amil live mieractive beoadessi
capabilities that allow stadents o
sk questions.

Thez second hroadoast,
Promeciing Endangered Species:
T thee Shiralome af the Shurle, aired
Irve from Florida's Merritt 1sland

WWR, MNaov, 14=15, 19594, o schools
acris the nation. The broadeast
whs the result of & parinershp with
Tumer Educational Services amd the
Servies's Refuges Division, NETC,
andl Regzon 4.

Thix third broadcast, enttled
Wild Wings Headivg Sowh! ained
Howv, 20-22 fram Bosque del
Apaches NWER m MNew Mexico and
England's Welney Wild Fowl
Reserve. The Service's panners
wiere the British Broasdcasting
Carporation, Maticnal Audubon
Society, amd the Public
Broadcasting Service. It brought
thousands of sandhill cranes, snow
geess, ard European whooper
ewans mio classrooms around the
ok

The broadcasts are ane of wany
eflars 1o neach out 1o schoals and
odher nudiences with educstiomal
and irainiieg peograms related to fish
and wildlife corservabon. For
fisrther information, coniact Sdeve
Hillgbrand, Gary Stolz ar Mimi
Westervelt at the NETC in
Shepherdsioen, West Vingiiaa.

— Crary Sulz, NETC,

Shepherdsowr, Wi

Historic Hatchery Celebrates 100 Years

The wear was | 206 Armericais
weere siill driving horss and buggies
The Wright Brothers were yoarns
away froen their first flight. Growver
Cleveland was finashing uplli&
secomd term as president. And
Congress created the Spearfish
Mataral Fish Hatchery in Spearfish,
Sowth Dakoea, to produce troat for
stockimg in the Black Hills,

O its | (Mith anmwersary s
year, e hatchery, now called the
[ Booth Mational Histore Fish
Hatchery, is siill producing trout for
the Black Hills. It also is providing
a far less tamgible bat arguably more
important product — aquatic
education.

Wisitars kg have enjoyisd
feeding the fish and touring the
trammuil grousads, making the
haichery one of the Black Hilks™
magar bourisl amractions. Today,
hiverever, they are leaming Lhe
funclameeals of fish culthre, resource

manngement and aqualss seosyEIETE.

The hatclery inchudes a popular
urelerwater fish viewmg anea, a
Fshery museim in the century-old
original hatchery builkding, the Figh
Cubiure Hall of Fame, a pord shop
siore, and the new Mational ]":r:||'ll.'t'__-'
Artifsct and Bocord Censer.

The hatchery, which is o the
Matiomal Register of Historic Places,
operates through a senes afl five
partnerships. The Service eams the
property, provides aperatsonal staff
arxl serves a5 the hab or coordination
paint. The nom=prafit Booth Society,

Ieic., 18 & citizen-run suppostive anm o

the hatchery that rases Tumids and
provides services,

The spimit of parieership was an
imporiant factor in the recent 53.8
miillicn rehabalitation af the kstchery
and bodes well for its next 1080 years
In the meantime, i 15 & Fare Visior
wha EOCE ARy disnppoinied — ar
uncducated. W~

Histary on display. L5, Fishesies 40, & wopden cabin crasar onos used
for fish rescue aparations on the Mississippi River, is on now on disglay &l
DG, Bogsn Magional Hstaric Fish Halchery. The boal's rasciss operatans

saread fizh atranded by receding fiood walers and either refurmed iham o

thie rver or shipped them to ofher parts of the country for stocking. Thase
aperalians reguired & fast boat that could carry many santainars of fish

Tordary, the boat otiers & unigus

riunity 8o egucala thousands af

wisilone 4 year about the hisiory af fisheries managamant and the rale of
the Fish and Wikllile Sarvice. Photo by Bonnie Claglar,
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A Summer With the Service: One Student’ Story

The Ecologion! Services Fleld
(Mffice in Cheyerne, Wiowlng,
fuzs participased in the Resouirnce
Apprenticedip Program ji-:.r
Studerty [RAPS] for neo
summers. Saorted im JORT RAPS
ix a parmersiip of el
covnmrnies, sehools arnd siane
federal and privare agemcies o
edacrie vorrl ehaur felr
aviraneen angd muske e
aware of career pams avelale in
mameral resauroe FREAFIEETEHT,
Adexis Epps @ Pre-Veteriurey
Sctence major o New Mexioo
Stare University, worked ar tee
Cheyenne office fest nunmer

My first day on the job was a
blur, perhaps becsuse | was 5o
excited to be working with the Fish
and Wikilife Service. When
biologist Kim Dickerson, my
supsrvisor, sad “Tking out in the
field,” 1 figured, “OK, 50 I'll et a
little dinty and slightly sunbumed,
o1 biig kel

What | didn't realize was that
getting dirty to Kim meant wearing
waders, shogzing through knee deep
mud under a hid sun, cl-.n'ft.inl_-
thaouggh barksed wine lences, and
suffering toms of mosquitoes and
deer flies that bige so hand vour
azms swell up,

Eviern i I had known ahout this
froam the: beginming, [ still would
have taken the job. Through all the
dirt ard bothersome ags there were
great things that made the bug hites
a little less painful such &s the e
Elim and | went canocing. We saw n
deer, two fawns, and all of these
beawtifil bards. 1 hsd never canoed
hefore, 50 for me it was wonderful.

W wene collecting hugs and
avocet egps out in the field. These
lakes had high comcentrations of
selendum, which is -!-'Ifﬂ“iili,g i
wildlife, mednky the avocets, From
what T understand, the: bugs
accurnulale lgh concentrations of
selenimm, the hirds et the bags snd
B0 poid the chain reaction. Many of
the avecet egps are not hatching duws
to this problem. Mever in my life
havve T paid so muach atteniion o
birds

Biologist Mary Jenmings, who (s
part of the endangened speciss
spchon, showed me bhow to read
soamee of the maps of endangered
species of Wynmang, They look at
thes: map whenever a company

WANES 0 dl:"rﬂilp & Certan plece of
land for # prigect 1o see if there ane
erlangered speches living in the
AFGA.

1 niso helped with wodk on the
ciwlanpered Wiyoming toad, which
i% new being reiniroduced o the
wild. The tdpoles are shipped from
a zon and then transplanted o anks
&l refuges near Laramie, Onee they
hecome tondlets, they ane talken ool
of the tanks and placed st the cdge
aof the lakes

Im adchisan, | leamed how o
feed prairic dogs al thee black-foobed
lerret facility at FE. YWarren Air
Force Base, Ferrois el prairie dogs,
%0 we trap prine dogs, quarantine
them for rao weeks and release
Uiz &t the ferret facilicy, The idea
is for fermess to bearm how 1o hunt for
Lhermselves so that when they are
relessed into the wild tey' Il be able
1 Surwrve,

Someone asked me il [ was
really domg waork, orwas [ just
havimg ™ My reply was “lets
Jusd call it emjovable work, becsise
it vwas, il

— Alexix Epps,

RAPS Suiderit

Cheyvenne, Wyaming
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RAPE sfudent Alexis Epps cellects aquatic invertabrates with a dip ned at
ihi Kendrick Feclamation project in Wyoming. Phota by Pedro Raminaz,

Orchid fownd. Soaund
iy, Gud dadacinvg Wk
ard earmwWork Emong
Sernce And S1abe EeolOoestE
w10 the hrsd-ewer digoowsny
of the [ aaderesd Lne Ll
reuses orcheds o idaho AMer

Luscy Jordan and botanest
Ly Em‘lﬂ Ir farsisd
Bepdogeniy wilh pifae lecerasl
apercies pnd the kdaho
Conservabon Data Center i
ShdCh aaslE T kA
TasATE AN FDATAn AT
The fgdult? Bol Masely B
colbpmguass with the kdahg
Congeryabon Dath Canbed
dhigconred bavn populabong of
orches o Rabtats asscied
wlhi e Snaka Areer sast of
ket Fals Ths is &
Sarafel 2] *ange et
arsd rscdoriad ul\ﬂftlm
of The sspiulDnary ongens of
Thee Lispcand AR s Mabatal
proferences. Phoio by Lucy

Jordan e




Virginia Farmers, Service Become
“Partners for Wildlife”

Mlayhe they'ne nied John Muir or
Aldo Leopold, but in their own way
Virginda Farmers Tom Davenpsor,
Ball Fasmon, and Clark Trader ane
just ns inspirational. Each has gone
i & great deal of effort and expense
1o restore wildlifie kabican o kis
land becauss he thought it was the
right thing ta do.

Ewen 5o, they couldn't have
deme it alone. [ wook e Service's
“Parners for Wildlife” program o
tumn their desire 1o help the
envipoaament imbo & reality,

Draring a recent bus tous for
Service employess amanged by the
Virginia Ficld Office and the
Divasbon of Habitat Conservation,
the three men explained what they
b done.

Davenport told how cattle wasie
wiid FURMing into & nearby stream
firom thee pen wsere b keeps bulls
an his Delaplane, Virginin, farm.

He warded bo cleai it i, bt the
cost and the hensy wark mmvolved in
driving fenveposis it the rocky
groiand were an ohstacle.

In a praject arcafged by the
‘irgimia Field (ifice’s Bridgest
Costanzo, the Serveos put up 57,500
and Davengort 36,000 1o buald
fences b keep the bulls out of the
strearm and spring-fed troughs o
provide water fior the animeals
Davenport’s three hired men did the
beard woorke. The result is & cleaner
wiream, fewer pollutants Aowing
into the Chissapcaks Bay, and better
wsier for his cattle,

Thie mext siop on ihe sowr was
Fanmon's farm near Culpeper
where, with the Service's help, be
has turned 2 pasture infs sl
ponel. The pasture was ina
floodphain and had been drained by
adisch, but Fammon kept getting has
iracter stuschk i the muad.

With design specifications
provided by the Vingins Field
(Hfice s Ed Temple and financial
pssistance from Dhacies Unbimited
and the “Parteess” am, Farmoen
cresied n bemutifial J-acne wetland
filled with wiood ducks, mallands,
and peese. Remarkably, the watcr
comtral stmuchune survived the floods
of Humicane Fran. “Ed really
knows what he's doing,” Fannon
snid

Meighbaor Jobin Bechiel likes the
pond 50 much he wanis W resiore

weetland on his adjoining propery,
“Ti's 50 bewutiful down bene carly in
the marming with the birds and the
stz coming ofF the waner,”
Bechiel aad.

Trader traces his interest m
restoring a wetland on his fanm near
Frederickshurg io an ad be saw ma
Dweks Unbimised magazine, When
DL couldn't take on his progect, he
called the Service. With the sddsiion
of twi low-lewvel dikes ard charges
B0 an exiEting WAk contral
gtruciure, he tumed a pasture and 4
small porsd isio & 17-acre wetland

Fepces were erected to kezp
cablle oul af the wetland ard n
nearty stream, and a new well
prowidisd water for cartle roughs
The completed project provides
excelbenl wildlifi habita and
improves water quality by filering
rumall before it reaches nearty
Divake’s Marsh and the
Eappabannock River,

Engles nest akng the perimcter
of the project and Trader has seen
every species of Marth American
dabbling duck in the pord, (His
license plate reads: HoA DIUCE.)
As Teader walks the property, he
disploys a quiel pride amd deep
erjovient of the aren’s wikdlafe

Costarco and Temple both
ernphasize the importance of
listening o kandowmers in
partnership effforts. “You have to he
renlly sensitve o e landowmer, ™
aaid Costanzo, who had lidle
hackgmoun n agricalbars before
jovining the “Parners” program.
“Yiou can't be ioo pushy. Ceriain
1]_-|ir|.g-; :..'c.u'll never agres an and you
just have b aceept that.™

Temple comeurs: T try o make
the landowner feel ltke i's his
praject, not the government telling
ham how it kas 1o be. | sy, what
waulbd you like™"

The approach s created 8 lot of
happy landowners across the
country. All tald, the “Parmers”
program guicthy bos restored
350,000 ached of wetlands, 190,000
acres of grasslands, and 600 males of
miparian and mnstream habitats under
14,000 coopemtive agreements, and
theres still & waltisg list of 2000
landowmers who want help resioomg
habitat an their property, g

— Megan Durhari,

Prabilie Affalrs, Washingron

Wirginia tarmer Tom Davenpor o his bull paddock. “Partners for Widida®
ru:rggd hirn prevant animal wasle irom pallating a nearby stream, an efion
I gays is impartant ta the Chesapaake Bay as well a= closer o home:
Phata by Dan MacLean.

Clark Trader i5 20 phaased about his restared welland thal he
bushwhacked a path just so 40 Servica employess could walk amund
miore agsily 1o g it Eaghes nesl nearby. Phota by Don Maclaan,

Bill Fanran's 20-acre restored watland withstopd Hurrcane Fran, thanks fo
8 design by tha Sanvice's Ed Temphe (a2 kel in dark glasses). Phota by Dan
MacLean.

i
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Service ciphoyess from across
thez coundry comtribpted inberviews
and technical sssssiance m the
production of Yergeon: Anciers
Surtvors of the Deep, & one-hour
documenitary for public television
Thee shivw, thiee years in the
making, will be gired throughom
the Unived States, Canada, and
Europe awer the next two years, Tt
alao 15 avadlable to public ibranes
and schioods,

The documentary highlights
slurgecm research and management
activities conducted by Service
oitfices, as well ns Stae fishery
depanments, conservatbon
crganizalsang, and universitics
Somme of the topecs iclude genetic
reseanch and gens tagping, workd-

wide conservation effiorts,
sportfishing, and squaculire,

Sturgeon wire once widsly
distrituied throughout the Morthem
Hemsphere, Within the last 50
yenrs, wild populations of these
bazarre-laakag fish have declined
drmmatically becanse of hab#tal boss
broughn about by comstruction of
dnms ard charmelization, over-
fishing, and pollation, The Service
is invalved in many sspects of
slurgean comservation, IF you would
likee: to view a vidootape of the
documentary, contact Mark Dever,
Mlissoun River Fishery Assistance
Oifice, Bismarck, Morth Dakata,
TOL-250-4419. %

Mark [hyer, Fisheries,
Bisearck, North Dakon

Service Stars in Sturgeon Show

Ancient fish. Sarvica fighary b iat Slese Kreriz halds a palld
Slurpecn capltuned in a drift net at the confluance of tha Yellowstone and
Migscurl Rivers. Photo by Mark Dryer.

Slithering Justice

Wha says thene 15 oo justice?

A research assistnt from the
Lliversily of Artoona was working
an a repdibs ressarch project &t
Leshe Camypon BWER when taa
thisves broke imo her truck snd
gtk murmerous ilems. When she
disconversd what had happened, the
assigtant climbed imio the mack and
took off doen the road hoping to
el A |scemae plate or description.

Eventually, she came upon twvo

men Erying b wave her down by an

orvertumed tneck, O the: ground
aroumnd thee ok were many of
the stalen itemns. She diove 1o

the nearsst mnch and called the
sheniff™s office. When the deputies
armived, hoth of the men had fed,
Ome of them was locabsd #1 a nearky
hespatal where he was ||.n|;|¢rgu-i.|1g_
treatinent for Inlemal injuries
sulferad m the accadent,

Police believe the two men were
flesing the scene of the crime at high
apeed when o of them operned a
stolen combamer, The condenis? Live
anakes,

Hence the sccidens, dlifil

m.w&:mmmm

| congrahuiaies Wikide Enbcatrve Deector Doug Grann

| 0F Peislfng) Futa furds to a Matee-caned inholding on
Cresk. A salman rrer withen Hockak NWH » Alaska

| Fedewss, 8 Menssota based non-prolit group Bhat funds

I mhpmhmm1*mwwmw-

| Brown Bear Trus

| woriirg Mgt 10 profect This area” Fogers saud ~The Humgy

i MM:JWMWWH-HM

m.hfl;ﬁﬂlmﬂlrﬂi mouth af & prodicineg
Saimon stream.” Pholo oouriesy of Wikiiie Forsmas

Wt that was matchesd 2-ior 1 by the Kodiak
Trusd and Wikdide Forever did & great pob
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Service Employees Provide Olympic Security

Ruhbing shoulders daily with
aiar sihleies, celehrities, and even
royalty, 21 Servce ernploves
eaperienced what ane calked a
“omoe-in-a-|afetiine opporbanity”
hclp:ngm provide secumity for the
Cllympic games This. o m
Atlaria,

The group imchuded 12 Loy
cnforeement special ngents and
three natoes] waldhfe reluge
afficers from acrass the country,
Thay were joaned by six ollers
biologists; safefy enginesrs; and a
camputer speciahist from the
Courtheast Regional Odfice in
Atlania

Theoughout the Olympics in
July and August, they worked as
oy as 12 hours o doy ag athletic
venues anoumnid metne-Adknla.
Hin}ngiu Tames Burmeest waorked af
equestrian evenls &l Cidonga
Intermational Horse Park, checking
the credentialks of afficials amd
sithdeics and inspecting the hags amd
paree s Browght i By spacianons.
The Crown Prinee of Maorway was
amxneg e marry micmatiossl
wisitors he mest,

Regmnal offsce emploves Brian
Hardison met many stars, including
gymmastic e kerm Sinig. He
smode with her daily and was
mmpressed with “luow Sowr-to-carth
ghe was in femms of her future afler
the (Hympscs.”

Hardison said be was mmpressed
bry thi talent, skill and Fortitude
displayed by so many of the
athletes. “Thear poal 1o become the
best an their chosen sport,” be said,
“waes haghly evident from the
intemzity of their practice sesions .

Although Federal workers
assigned o Olympic secunty details
recervid :~|:-'.'-.'|a| FaMung panor oo
reparting for their assignments, the
traiming did nod prepare them for all
contingencies. For instance, 1 dudn’t
inchudie procedures for finding
missing parents,

Kien Cooper, Southeast region
safiety chaef, said the highlight of hes
CHymaples was reuniting a lost child
with his frantic mather a1 the
Olympie Park, an anea densely
packed with hundreds of thousands
of peaple., 1t took him 45 mintes to
fimnd thex maosther. For five manutes,
the sibcither and som hedd esch ocher
taghtly, umahle to speak, clearly
oavercome with joy. “Fimally, she

maised her head, looked at me and
sasl, U, thank you, (Bank vou,
thank vou," Cooper said
Unforiumately, all the endings
were ot 50 happy, Few willl forget
the shock and harmor of the bomb
that exploded i the Clymapic Park
Cheorge Hmes, a low enfoncement
special agent, was on duty that eve-
ming al the Lake Lanier vemue, sie
af the rowing and canoeing events
“Th radso call s 1 al #ha
1250 aum. | weas respaonsibile for
secunty al the bw ciforceiment
command post, | can’t describe the
fieelings thal cami oAt mes af the
time._Wlv thoughts were that the
bombing in Centermial Park ny be
ke first af severnl incidents. 1 had
festings of anger that areons coukd
b that calkmes toward buman life. [
thought, does il individizal
respaonsible not realize that the
CHympss games are a cglebration of
life itmelf™ How dare anvone try o
extinguiah the Cdyenpic Aame
through deeds such as thas.” W~
— Diana Hawkins,
Frafelic A jffimirs, Abtaria

——

=

O Tha dam Biciogical lechnicuan Bran Soheer holds e fest
constracied X50-ioat tah ladder 1o grcurment e Fediands

Fasber, higher, sater. The struchee that held thea Clympic Bame iowers
orear a graup of LS. Fish and Wildlile Sarvice amployeas, wha served in
Allama as Sacurity officers during tha 1996 Summar Olympic Games. All
ara wirkanng the spacial unilarm provided by the Okmpic Commitias o all
Qiympic Securnty s1af ofher than profassional law enforcement officars.
Left fo Raght: Bran Hardisan, Tam Bender, Ken Cooper, Jamas Burnett
and Dick hvara from the Service’'s Sautheast Regional Ofice.
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fish 5 WA LD @ Py
o e urison e

maa Grand Junchon. Tha 22 5 nch Coloredo squashish wiid 1he brel endandgesd BN o megrale
upstrearm of e dam o nearty 8 century Its sale passage bodes well for the recory Ol the Speces
i the Lapper Giunreson. “The fish kdder i 8 ghead exampls of & prowect thal promgies recoessy of
encargened bk whils sccommodabng desrson ol waber resounces ioe rngafon ard Ppdnoekectn
powor,” el Fsgonal Dinector Ralph Momgerweck. Pralo by Broce Baverls
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Love Story: Service Helps Woodpeckers
End Loneliness Among the Pines

It was bowe at first light 1n thse
early momang hours of September
4, 19906, “0ld Weody™ began ke
chirp just as be had every momimg
the past eight years. Having becomse
used 1o misd peiting o responss from
ather red-cocknded woodpeckers,
he contimued his moming routine of
pecking aoay at his fvoribe pies
tree on Pee Dee MWER in Morth
Caroling,

This moming. however, was
diffierend, “0Hd Wioody™ heand whal
tar him st have boen as pleasant
as the sound of an airplane 1o the
Skipper an Gilligan s Island. From
doep within an anificial nesting
cavily recenlly irstalled inoa nearby
troe, & red-cockaded wondpecker
called back.

To understand what “(Xd
Woody™ and his species have been
through, one must go back in time
to 1492 The year Evropeans first
st food im the Americas there were
an estimated %2 million aces of
bongleaf pime Forest strelching
across whal was o become the
sputhern Uinited States, from
Vimginda 1o Texas. In this forest
shaped by thousmds of years of
annua] fires, bison, ek, red wolf,

hilack bear, Flonda panther amd the
ned-cockaded wondpecker were
ahurkdant.

By 1930, more than S percent
of the virgin langleaf pine forests
had been cut over or cleared for
Earming. by o few pockets af
milume boisgleal pine hahitag
required by the wondpecker
remaied. Although kss ideal, a
mix of koblolly ard longleal’ pane
oocurs on Pee Dee, serving as on
iskand of habitat for the
wocdpeckers i a sca of ngriculture
arndl development

Tha s1afl of Pez Dee actively
manapes the lamd to enhance habdtat
far these endangered woodpeckers
Surveys ane dimected, comtrolled
burms are conducted, arificial
nesting cavities ane instalbed, and
woodpeckers may be reintroduced
from mome stable populations

Om Ok Woody's hecky
miming, Refuge Massger Mike
lelrmany was hiding i the bushes.
With ane firm tug, he pulbsd off 2
sineen 1t kepd an eager young
female woodpecker at bay. She had
bien placed there Inte the nagh
hefore after bemg mushed from
Camoling Sandhills WWE m South

Caralina where she was irapped
Without g0 much as a pause
the cavity s entrance, the newly-
accliated female flew straight 1o
O Woodys™ troe. With several
boud chirps, he bounded doan a few
branches b her Much like o

telegraph machings agping in
umizom, they fomged for whal wis
sume b becoms the first of mamy
ineals fopether, Wil

— Dl Viker,

Pre Dee NWR,

Wadesboro, NC

Wialru=as wandes near the clilf al Tegiak MWH where many have plunged
1o thaair deabes, leaning bialogists puzzhed. Phals by Andy Adarman,
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Wy ool 2, DN e
smimal make a difficult climkb o the
Lo ol a 20-foot hluft only B
phunge 1o its dieath® Thats what has
Service hiologists at Togiak
Mational Wildlafe Refuge in
Alazka scratching their heads
these days.

I early September, 60
walnuses did exactly than, leaving
ithe safie waters of Brstol Bay 1o
trek up ta th bludf. It was the
third time in thres years lange
numbers of walruses have died
fromm falling of the cliff. The wdl
might kave been higher had
Service hinlogists nod infervened,
herding 155 walruses headed for
the cliff aut of danger,

“They seenmsd unable fo
discern the height of the clilfs, and
aften willmgly began descending
the steep cliffs, ending in fatal
falls,” sawd Caral Wilsen, a

Mystery at Togiak: Walruses Falling Off Cliff

Serviee biolopist at the refuge.
“ithers ofien followed. &5
walrusis typically do when hauled
ot im cohesive herds. Some
witlruses wese erowded out and
inpdvertently pushed off as the
closely packed herd moved closer
ta the cliff edge.”

The last vwo vears, the wealber
wis stormy, so hiologists fipared
the antimals were rying to find
higher ground and then Fell while
trying o find & way back io the
muain herd. But this vear, ke
wealher was clear,

Suicide s nol a viable
explanation when i comes 1o
wilruses. 5o what's going on?

“It ia a really unnsaal thing,”
sgid Refuge Manager Aaron
Archibeque. “We've not been able
b document anyililng like this
with & walres before. We're nol #1
all sure why they're doing it =

11
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Acting Chrector s Corvmer

= The Service and o vanety of
siate, private, and tribal partners ane
restoring the rare “ceaster” hrook
wrout In Lake Superioe A crew from
the Service's Fishery Resounces
Oiffice in Ashland, Wiscomsin, and
the kron River NFH captured native
coasiers on remote lsle Royale
Matiomal Park in Lake Superior, to
takoe cpps than msy eventually grow
into hatchery brood stock. Offpring
genetically adapicd s live in the
recky near-shore waters of Lake
Superior will provide the spark for
restaring populations of this ance
abundarit siock

The egys will be irnnsferred &0
an isolation facility i the Genoa
Mational Fish Haschery for two

1993 froum Lale Rovale (s alresdy in
isplation at the Keweenaw Bay
Tribwal Hatchery under & cooperative
agreement between the Tribe and
the Service. The list of cooperalon
im the effort o restore coasters
ipcludes the States of Michigan,
Wiscansin, and Minnesotn; the
Cirand Portage Indian Feservalion
and severn| other Native American
tribes; the Provimee of Ontaro; and
private groups ke Trout Uindimised,

* Region 4 Drrector Noreen
Cloaigh presented the Mollie H
Bieatiie Ecosystem Award fo the

Savannnh-Santee-Fee Dew Ecosystem
Team. Clough sald the team's
exceptional performance, in creating
partnerships, sucossfully completing
an-the-ground projects, and in
conducting effective outmeach,
established it s the overall wop
ceoaysiem leam in the Southeast
Region. “In a relatively short time ihe
members af the Savaniab-Samee-Pee

* The Service took first place af
the Mational Associaison far
Interpretation’s aneual “Mational
Midia Awards™ with the new
brochure from Region 6 on the
Mational Hison Range. This is the
secomd year in a row the Service ook
a mational firsl place media award
(last year, owr book on Bosque del
Apache NWHR was a [irsl place
winrer).

* The Fish and Wildlife Service
hasted an apen bowse ai Fish Springs
Mational 'Wildlife Refisge near
Dugway, Lah, Seplember 25,
Approximately |30 peopks took
spocial tours of the fefuge and
exhibits sponsored by the Service,
Utah Department af Wildlife
Resources, Mature Conservancy,
Bureai of Reclamation, aid Project
WILD, el

Room 3447
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